REGILDING THE CRESCENT
II. 1909
For the first eight months of its existence, the
Turkish Parliament talked. It did little else.
Indeed, it looked as if this bantling among
Parliaments was already modelling itself on the
Mother of them. Unfortunately, the Turkish
nation was more impatient for deeds than some
others longer accustomed to parliamentary in-
stitutions. This discontent was encouraged in
some sections of the newly emancipated press.
It was fed by malcontents among the Palace
party and by the many enemies of the Com-
mittee. To all of these it was obvious that the
new leaders of Turkey had more zeal than
experience. This could not be denied even by
their friends. Their programme was even a little
more ambitious than their resources warranted.
They took the paid advice of experts from
Europe and did not act upon it. They were
impatient of criticism and even more impatient
of control. The Treasury, though not actually
empty, was low, and the economies thereby en-
tailed on the Young Turks necessarily made them
unpopular with those who had battened on the
extravagance of their predecessors. The case of
Macedonia stood, thanks to the forbearance of
Europe, adjourned, but it awaited settlement.
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